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 The Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

  I've been thinking about all of us, and how dependent we are on each other. 
And how hard it has been to be apart as much as we have had to be.  

   Tomorrow night the Safe Re-entry team will be meeting to design what our 

world will be like when we finally get to GO to church again. 

   Of course, church and Christianity consists of far more than just getting to-

gether in our Sunday best, singing and praying, eating donuts, and enjoying each 

other.   

   And it is sure more than a church building.  

   We are the church, wherever we are, even when we are meeting on Zoom or 

worshiping via Facebook.  

   Still, in spite of enjoying our recent online life, I'd sure love to see you all face to 

face.   

   Speaking of faces! I saw the cutest little baby at the grocery store the other 

day.  Reaching out to me and babbling-  just content to be who she was and 

where she was.   

   In our culture little children are deeply valued, cuddled and coddled and 

carefully swaddled and fed, and put into cozy beds in designer bedrooms at 

night.   In fact, they really come first among our priorities; or so we claim, in spite 

of the number of children suffering abuse and poverty.  

   Anyway, did you know that back in the time of Jesus, a little child was of the 

very lowest priority, utterly without status?  They had no rights of any kind,  and 

were completely dependent on the good will of other people to care for them.  
 "Thomas Aquinas taught  that in a raging fire a husband was obliged to save his fa-
ther first, then his mother, next his wife, and last of all his young children" (The Cul-
tural World of Jesus, Sunday by Sunday, Cycle B). 

   So, in a society that didn't value wee ones at all -  there came Jesus taking the 

very least valued member of society and making it every Christians brand new 

goal to lift them up:  “Whoever humbles themselves like this little child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:4).  

   So giving up all claims to power and status and recognizing our complete de-

pendence on God, that counts as greatness in the kingdom of heaven. 

   Jesus takes it even further, saying, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my 

name, welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5). Jesus identifies himself with that same 

humble little child, the one with no power or status.  

    It’s not the first time in Matthew’s Gospel, that Jesus identifies with those who 

are powerless, needy, and marginal, And it won’t be the last time that says that 

our response to the least is, in effect, our response to him (10:40-42; 25:34-46). 

   Jesus is so good at using hyperbole to make a dramatic point. Not only is it nec-

essary to become a “little one” to enter the kingdom of heaven, but there is a 

dire warning for any who would lead “little ones” astray.  
                                    (continued on page 2) 
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   (continued from page 1) 

Sadly, we can see countless examples of the damage done by church leaders and politicians to the “little 

ones” in the community by their abuse of power. Jesus states plainly, that those in power who have 

caused the downfall of others will be held accountable.  

   Whatever might cause one’s own fall, or the stumbling of others in the community -- even if it is as im-

portant as a hand or foot or eye – it must be thrown far away, preferable into a stinky trash heap. 
   So where do we go with this teaching – at least for today? 

  If we listen to Jesus’ teaching – and we humble ourselves and become like the a little child – then we are 

becoming the “least of these” – and like the children of Jesus time and place, we cannot survive without 

the tender care of those around us. 

   To make this image work we must all be both the little ones and the ones on whom the little ones de-

pend. It seems that this teaching would make us both Vulnerable and Dependent, and - at the same 

time,Caring,Giving,and loving. It makes us Interdependent and reliant upon each other; each one trusting 

on the care of the others; each one worthy of trust. 

   If we could treat each other as if our lives depended on each other what might that be like? 

   Maybe we need to 
 Reach out and touch somebody's hand, 
 Make this world a better place if you can.  

   Let us lift up the lowest among us and turn our attention away from the haughty.  
   I love you, little children in Christ. May you be lifted up and loved always.  
 

       Your, Pastor E 


